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· PV

· Needless to say, glad (many reasons: excellent hospitality & organization; cooperation with ESC of China, strongly involved in the AICESIS; one of best examples of what ESCs can do together; you are the future)
· SA

3 comments:

1/ Personal comments on democracy in modern societies

2/ Short presentation of AICESIS and its main activities

3/ A few comments on the development AICESIS .
1/ Public governance has changed. 
A general call from people for greater involvement

Public governance in modern societies is much more complex and challenging than before. Citizens want now to be consulted, to participate, and to have a greater say in decision-making processes. They want to be better informed, to be consulted and to have the opportunity to express their opinions as well. Furthermore, there is in many countries a growing lack of trust between peoples and their respective governments.

This type of democracy – participatory democracy - is a pre-condition for a more cohesive society, a more efficient society. Indeed, the right to participate in decision-making processes has been accepted by the world community as a fundamental human right.

In other words, there is a need for participation, for a “civic engagement”. Calls for participative democracy have become more prevalent and in the increase throughout the world. The present global financial, economic and social crisis is certainly increasing this phenomenon.

Participative democracy is a necessary complement to representative democracy

Representative democracy, which is embodied by the Members of Parliament, is of course a key pillar in that respect. 
However, in order to meet these new challenges, modern societies need also additional structures that serve as places for consultation and dialogue, as bridges between citizens and governments. Institutions and places where citizens, through their representative organizations, may be consulted, express their views and exert an influence. 

Participative democracy serves as a complement to representative democracy, the first supplementing and enriching the latter. The development of an effective advisory function among all stakeholders is an essential component of both representative and participative democracy and of good governance.  

I am deeply convinced that the call for participative democracy is a structural and sustainable phenomenon, worlwide. It therefore requires unique and specific but complex approaches by modern societies.

Economic and social councils and similar institutions are parts of the solution. Their added value is important.
Indeed, economic and social councils and similar institutions give an answer to the need for a stable and effective participatory and advisory function. Some of these institutions are also hosting negotiations between social partners. 
Depending on institutional, cultural, economic and social traditions which are specific to each country, ESCs confront diverse opportunities and challenges and thus adopt diverse models approaches and policies from one country to another. There is no unique model for the ESCs.

Of course, ESCs or SIs do not have themselves the monopoly of expression in a participatory democracy. However, they offer an effective and innovative mechanism for policy-making since their added value is manifold: 

· They are a place for expertise, for ESC members, because they belong to important and representative civil society organizations, are women and men deeply rooted in the economic, social and even cultural lives of their own countries;

· They are dealing with key issues encompassing a wide range of policies and sectors, from macroeconomic to employment, environmental and sectoral policies. 

· They provide a forum for consolidation of varied societal interests and concerns and are a place for synthesis, where representatives bearing divergent, and even sometimes conflicting views and interests can dialogue in a framework and in a spirit of open-mindedness and mutual respect;

· They are bodies which produce compromises and even consensus, for Most ESC members possess the experience and dialogue techniques used towards compromise and consensus-making. Through their opinions, ESCs provide very useful views and advices to the legislative and executive bodies; notably, they can give an “indicator of acceptability” by people of a draft legislative proposal. 

The establishment of new ESCs has been a rapidly expanding phenomenon in the world in recent years.  (Examples).   

2/ AICESIS rapid growth

What is AICESIS?

· An international association under Dutch law which has its administrative siege (Secretariat) in Brussels (Belgium); statutes were adopted in July 1999 in Mauritius; last modification in Rio de Janeiro (June 2012)

· An association which aims at being a link between the ESCs and SIs and representing civil society in the world;

· A body with a 2 years presidency (Netherlands, …., Algeria); Board (17 members), meeting twice a year ; a yearly General Assembly and a biennial International conference (theme);

· A small secretariat based in Brussels. 

The creation of these new ESCs or similar institutions has led to very fast growth of the International Association of Economic and Social Councils and other Similar Institutions (AICESIS) since its establishment in 1999. The AICESIS originally had twenty members; thirteen years after, its membership has already expanded to more than seventy (71 actually) members from 4 continents. 
Indeed, there is no year without new applications. 
An International Association: what for?

· To express solidarity between councils,

· To promote cooperation between members  and encourage the exchanges of  experiences and good practices,

· To support of creation of ESCs in the world.

· To enable members and civil society organizations to better cooperate with the UN organizations (notably the ILO and  ECOSOC).
· To contribute to the development of participatory democracy and to the reinforcement of social and civic dialogues worldwide. 
3 /  AICESIS main activities and development 
Main activities 2011 - 2012

6 areas for development

Six areas of development for the short, medium and long term have been proposed together with concrete proposals. These areas are respectively:
· 1/ Adapt operating methods to the size of the Association and improve internal governance 

· 2/ Seek out the means to achieve growth and financial autonomy 

· 3/ Strengthen and increase cooperation and exchanges between members and their involvement in the AICESIS 

· 4/ Implement the action plan to assist the creation of ESCs in the world 

· 5/ Develop relations with international organisations 
· 6/ Strengthen links with organisations that represent civil society.
